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Cycloaddition reactions are among the most important
transformations in organic chemistry.1 Currently, they
are the focus of much interest in the carbohydrate field,2
where the use of some of them has hitherto been rare or,
at most, limited. A case in point is the 1,3-dipolar
cycloaddition of ketonitrones, which is schematically
illustrated for a protected cyclic sugar in eq 1.

Our interest in this reaction stems from our studies
toward the synthesis of (-)-tetrodotoxin (TTX, 1)3,4 and
(+)-lactacystin (2).5 Specifically, we envisaged that it
might be of utility in the formation of the nitrogenated
quaternary centers at positions C8a and C5 of 1 and 2,
respectively (Figure 1).
Although use of the 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of aldoni-

trones has been widespread,2,6 at the outset of this study

we found only a single application of this transformation
of the more hindered sugar-ketonitrones: the cycloaddi-
tion of N-methylketonitrone 3 to phenylacetylene, which
gives the isoxazolidine 4 and the aziridine 5 (eq 2).7

Herein we report the first results of our investigation
of the 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of ketonitrones, which
show that this reaction is a synthetically useful procedure
for the stereocontrolled generation of nitrogenated qua-
ternary centers in sugar substrates.
Initial experiments were carried out with ketonitrone

7, which was prepared from the known 4-oxo-mannopy-
ranose derivative 68 (eq 3). Gratifyingly, reaction of 7

with ethyl vinyl ether took place regioselectively to give
cycloadducts 8 and 9 in an acceptable 73% combined
yield. Formation of the nitrogenated quaternary center
proceeded, however, with modest stereoselectivity (8:9 )
6:1).
Next, we explored an intramolecular version of this

reaction. Cycloaddition of compound 10, which has a
4-O-allyl group as the internal dipolarophile (entry 1,
Table 1), proceeded with yield similar to that of the
intermolecular reaction, but in this case a single stere-
oisomer was isolated. Spectroscopic analysis of this
product strongly suggested it to be the adduct 11.
Nonetheless, to rule out isomeric products such as 13 and
15, which could have been formed by R-epimerization of
ketone 10 prior to the intramolecular cycloaddition, the
corresponding epimeric ketones 12 and 14were subjected
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to independent cycloaddition reactions (entries 2 and 3,
Table 1). In each case, a single adduct different from 11
was isolated; identification of these adducts as 13 and
15 confirmed that no epimerization had taken place
under the reaction conditions. Regarding yields, the
efficient cycloadditions of 12 (77%) and 14 (65%), in which
the dipolarophile must approach the nitrone molecule
from its more hindered concave face, are especially
noteworthy.
These results also clearly show that the stereochem-

istry of the reaction can be controlled by tethering the
dipolarophile to one of the sugar hydroxyl groups. Use
of the R C4-hydroxyl for this purpose, as in 10, allowed
the exclusive formation of the C3S adduct 11, while
tethering the allyl group to the â C4-hydroxyl, as in 12
and 14, gave the C3R isomers 13 and 15, respectively.
Having established the feasibility of the cycloaddition

procedure, we next evaluated its suitability for the
formation of the N-C8a bond in (-)-tetrodotoxin. Treat-
ment of 16 with MeNHOH‚HCl and pyridine in CH2Cl2
gave the desired cycloadduct 17 in good yield (79%, entry
4, Table 1).9 The more versatile N-benzyl derivative 18
could be prepared similarly. Except for the C11-hy-
droxymethyl group, all the carbon atoms in TTX are
present in intermediates 17 and 18, and those destined
to form the C4a, C7, C8, C8a and C9 centers already
possess the required configuration (Figure 2).

Next, we investigated the utility of the 1,3-dipolar
cycloaddition for the construction of a nitrogen-bearing
quaternary center at position C5 of the R-D-glucofuranose
derivative 19.10,11 The tetracyclic adduct 20was obtained
as the main product in 69% yield, the formation of the
bridged isoxazolidine being in keeping with the results
obtained for cycloaddition of structurally related
aldonitrones.12,13

Finally, two additional cycloaddition experiments were
performed (entries 6 and 7, Table 1). Although the yields
for these reactions are moderate, they serve to illustrate
the potential of this methodology for the preparation of
a variety of heterocyclic and carbocyclic systems.
In summary, we have shown that nitrones derived

from ketosugars can undergo both inter- and intramo-
lecular 1,3-dipolar cycloadditions to afford carbohydrate
derivatives containing nitrogenated quaternary centers
at various positions (e.g. C4 in 8, C3 in 11, and C5 in
20). It was also shown that the stereochemistry of the
reaction could be efficiently controlled by tethering the
dipolarophile to a sugar hydroxyl group. Thus this
methodology was successfully used to prepare synthetic
precursors of (-)-tetrodotoxin, and to form a quaternary
center at C5 of a glucofuranose derivative, which may
have implications for the synthesis of (+)-lactacystin.
Additional cycloaddition reactions examined (entries 6
and 7, Table 1) extend the utility of this method for the
preparation of other heterocyclic and carbocyclic systems
from carbohydrates.2b
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Chem. Soc., Chem. Commun. 1995, 793.
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analogues based on this methodology would be viable (see also note
10).

Table 1. Intramolecular Cycloaddition of Ketosugar
Nitronesa

a Cycloadditions were carried out by treatment of the ketone
precursor with excess MeNHOH‚HCl or BnNHOH‚HCl and pyri-
dine in ethanol in the presence of 4 Å molecular sieves, initially
at rt and then at 45-65 °C. b See ref 9. c CH2Cl2 was used as
solvent; no molecular sieves were employed.

Figure 2. Alternative view of 17 and 18 to facilitate com-
parison with (-)-tetrodotoxin.
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